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BETUEN OP THE PENNSYLYANIA TEOOPS IN THE 
SEEVICE OP THE UNITED STATES COMMANDED 
BY JOSIAH HAEMAE, ESQUIEE, LIEUTENANT- 
COLONEL COMMANDING. 

FROM THE ORIGINAL MSS., WITH NOTES BY JOHN P. NICHOLSON. 

His Excellency 

Benjamin Franklin, Esq 



& 
The HoN Me the Supreme Executive 
Council 
To the care of Mr. } Pennsylvania 

Geo. Thompson V 
Pittsburg. J 

General Harmar's letter 

Kecd Nov' 21 Bt 1787 
inclosing a Eeturn of the Troops 

Camp at Post Vincennes. 

August 7 th 1787. 
Sir, 

I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency & the 
honorable the Councils a return of the Pennsylvania troops 
in the service of the United States dated this day. 

Captain Finney having written to me that it is his wish 
to retire from service, there will consequently be a vacancy 
for an Ensign — I therefore beg leave to recommend to your 
Excellency and the honorable Councils Mr. Robert Thomp- 
son (a son of the Late General Thompson's) to fill the same — 
I have the honor to be 
"With the highest esteem 
& respect 
Your Excellency's 

& 
The honorable Council's 
Most hble & obed* Serv*. 

Jos. Harmar 
His Excellency Lt. Col. Com. 1st U.S. Reg. 

Benjamin Franklin Esq. 
President, 
& 
The Hon m " The Supreme Executive 
Council, 

Pennsylvania — 
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NOTES. 

[a] Fort Harmar was erected on the right bank of the 
Muskingum River at its junction with the Ohio by a de- 
tachment of United States troops under the command of 
Major John Doughty, in the autumn of 1785, but was not 
completed until the following year. The position was judi- 
ciously chosen, as it commanded not only the mouth of the 
Muskingum, but swept the waters of the Ohio from a curve 
in the river for a considerable distance both above and 
below the fort. 

It was the first military post built within the limits of the 
present State of Ohio, excepting Fort Laurens, which was 
built in 1778. The fort stood on what is called the " second 
bottom," being elevated above the ordinary floods of the 
Ohio, while between it and the banks of the river was a 
lower or first bottom, depressed about six feet, on to which 
the descent was by a gradual slope. This regular natural 
glacis was continued for a quarter of a mile up the Mus- 
kingum, and for a considerable distance below on the Ohio. 
The outlines of the fort formed a regular pentagon, and the 
area embraced within its walls contained about three-fourths 
of an acre. The curtains or main walls of the fort were 
constructed of large timber, placed horizontally to the 
height of twelve or fourteen feet, and were one hundred 
and twenty feet in length, as was recently ascertained (1847) 
by measurement, as the outlines of two of the bastions 
can be still readily traced in the earth. The bastions were 
constructed of large timber set upright in the ground, four- 
teen feet in height, fastened together by strips of timber 
treenailed into each picket. The outlines of these were 
also pentagonal, the fifth side, or that opening into the area 
of the fort, being occupied by block-houses, used as quar- 
ters for the officers. 

The barracks for the soldiers were built along the side of 
the sides of the curtains, with their roofs sloping inward. 
They were divided into four rooms of thirty feet each, with 
convenient fireplaces, and afforded ample space for a regi- 
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ment of men. The officers' houses were made of hewed 
logs, two stories high, two rooms on a floor. The large 
house in the southeast bastion was used for a storehouse. 
From the roof of the barracks, which stood in the curtain, 
facing the Ohio, there arose a square tower like a cupola, 
surmounted by a flag-staff", in which was stationed a sentinel. 
The room beneath was the guard-house. An arsenal, built 
of timber and covered with earth, stood in the area of the 
fort near the guard-house, and answered as a magazine or 
bomb-proof for the powder. The main gate was next the 
river, with a sally-port on the side towards the hills, which 
rise abruptly from the level grounds at the distance of a 
quarter of a mile. 

Near the centre of the fort was a well for the supply of 
the garrison in case of a siege, although for ordinary pur- 
poses water was brought from the river. 

In the rear and to the left of the fort, on the ground 
which had supplied the materials for building, Major 
Doughty had laid out fine gardens. These were cultivated 
by the soldiers. 

To the bravery and pride of a soldier the Major also pos- 
sessed a refined taste for horticulture. Peaches were planted 
as soon as the ground was cleared, and in the second or 
third year produced fruit. A variety of his originating is 
still cultivated in Marietta, and known as the "Doughty 
peach." 

The fort continued to be occupied by troops of the 
United States until September, 1790, when they were or- 
dered down the river to Fort "Washington, now Cincinnati. 

There were no regular batteries built within the fort for 
the mounting of cannon. One or two six-pound field-pieces 
were mounted on carriages and kept on the bank of the 
river near the walls. With these they could command the 
boats on the river. — Extract (Pioneer History of the Ohio 
Valley, S. P. Hildreth). 

[6] General Harmar arrived at Fort Harmar July 23, 
1786, and assumed command, relieving Major John Doughty. 
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[c] JOSIAH HARMAR. 

Captain First Pennsylvania Battalion 1 (Infantry), Oct. 27, 
1775. 

Major Third Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental Line, 
Oct. 1, 1776. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, 2 Conti- 
nental Line, June 6, 1777. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, Conti- 
nental Line, Aug. — , 1780. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Third Pennsylvania Infantry, Conti- 
nental line, Jan. 17, 1781. 

Lieutenant-Colonel First Infantry, Continental Line, Jan. 
1, 1783. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant First Eegiment of U. S. 
Infantry, 3 Aug. 12, 1784. 

Commanding IT. S. Army, Aug. 12, 1784. 

General-in-Chief U. S. Army, 4 July 31, 1787. 

Brevet Brigadier-General 5 TJ. S. Army, July 31, 1787. 

1 This Battalion became the nucleus of the Second Pennsylvania 
Infantry of the Continental Line, Oct. 25, 1776. 

2 Raised agreeable to a resolution of Congress, Dec. 9, 1775, and called 
the Fifth until July — , 1776, when it became the Sixth, consequent 
upon the Pennsylvania "Rifle Regiment" being taken into the Conti- 
nental service (retaining the rank of its officers from the time it was 
raised), and designated as the " First Pennsylvania Infantry, Conti- 
nental Line." 

3 Organized by resolution of Congress, June 3, 1784. 
Organized by act of Congress approved April 30, 1790. 

Now Third Regiment Infantry, U. S. Army, organized by act of Con- 
gress approved May 30, 1796. Reorganized by consolidation of the First, 
Fifth, Seventeenth, Nineteenth, Twenty-eighth, and Twenty-ninth Regi- 
ments Infantry, approved by act of Congress, March 3, 1815, and again 
by consolidation of the Third and one-half of the Thirty-seventh Regi- 
ments Infantry, by act of Congress approved March 3, 1869. 

4 As recognized and adopted by the First Congress under the Consti- 
tution, Sept. 29, 1789. 

5 " Resolved, That the Secretary of War transmit to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Harmar a brevet commission of Brigadier-General, and that he be allowed 
the emoluments but not the pay of said rank, the allowance to commence 
with and continue during his command on the frontier." — Journal of 
Congress, July 31, 1787. 
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Resigned as Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant First Regi- 
ment of Infantry, U. S. Army, Jan. 1, 1792. 

Adjutant-General of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
April 11, 1793, to Feb. 27, 1799. 

Died Aug. 20, 1813, at Philadelphia, Pa. 

[d] Walter Finney. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Samuel J. Atlee's Musketry Battalion 
(merged into the Pennsylvania State Regiment of Foot), 
March 20, 1776. 

Prisoner of war at the battle of Long Island, Aug. 27, 
1776. 

Captain Sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental Line, 
Aug. 10, 1776. 

Brevet Major Aug. 20, 1776. 

Captain Third Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental Line, 
Jan. 1, 1783. 

Captain First Regiment of U. S. Infantry, Aug. 12, 1784. 

Justice of the Peace, Chester County, Pa., June 16, 1789, 
to Aug. 17, 1791. 

Associate Judge of Chester County, Pa., Aug. 17, 1791, 
to Sept. 17, 1820. 

Born , 1748, in N"ew London township, Chester 

County, Pa. 

Died Sept. 17, 1820, in Chester County, Pa. 

[e] David Zeigler. 

Third Lieutenant Captain James Ross's Company of Rifle- 
men, recruited in Lancaster County, Pa., June — , 1775. 

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Colonel "William Thomp- 
son's Battalion of Riflemen, 1 June 25, 1775. 

Ensign First Pennsylvania Battalion, Oct. 12, 1775. 

1 Organized June and July, 1775, in pursuance of a resolve of Congress, 
June 14, 1775, for the raising of six companies of expert riflemen in 
Pennsylvania, two in Maryland, and two in Virginia. 

By a resolve of June 22, 1775, two additional companies were organized 
in Pennsylvania. The term of enlistment was for one year. 

This Battalion became the Second Begiment, and, after Jan. 1, 1776, 
the " First Begiment of the Army of the United Colonies." 
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Second Lieutenant First Pennsylvania Battalion, Jan. 15, 
1776. 

Captain First Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental Line, 
Dec. 8, 1778. 

Captain First Regiment of U. S. Infantry, June 3, 1784. 

Captain First Regiment of Infantry, TL S. Army, Aug. 
12, 1784. 

Captain First Infantry, U. S. Army, Sept. 29, 1789. 

Major First Infantry Regiment, IT. S. Army, Oct. 22, 1790. 

Resigned March 5, 1792. 

Died at Cincinnati, Ohio, Sept. 24, 1811, aged sixty-three. 

[/] "William McCurdy. 

Lieutenant New Eleventh 1 Pennsylvania Infantry, Conti- 
nental Line, Nov. 12, 1777. 

Captain-Lieutenant First Pennsylvania Infantry, Conti- 
nental Line, . 

Captain First Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental Line, 
May 18, 1781. 

Captain First Regiment of IT. S. Infantry, June 3, 1784. 

Captain First Regiment of Infantry, U. S. Army, Aug. 
12, 1784. 

Captain First Infantry, IT. S. Army, Sept. 29, 1789. 

Resigned and honorably discharged June 4, 1791. 

[cf\ "William Ferguson. 

Bombardier First Company Pennsylvania Artillery, Con- 
tinental Line, Oct. 30, 1775. 

Captain-Lieutenant Fourth Regiment of Artillery, 2 Conti- 
nental Line, March 14, 1777. 

Captured at Bound Brook, April 13, 1777. 

1 In consequence of the severe losses of the " Old Eleventh" at Bran- 
dywine, the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania by resolution 
incorporated it with the Tenth Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental Line. 

The New Eleventh, Jan. 13, 1779. 

2 Baised for the defence of the State of Pennsylvania, and designated 
the " Pennsylvania State Regiment of Artillery." Participated in the 
battles of "Bound Brook," " Brandy wine," " Germantown," "Mon- 
mouth," and " Sullivan's Campaign, 1779." 
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Exchanged Dec. 1, 1780. 

Captain Fourth Regiment of Artillery, Continental Line, 
to date April 14, 1778. 

Captain TJ. S. Battalion of Artillery, 1 Oct. 20, 1786. 

Captain U. S. Battalion of Artillery, Sept. 29, 1789. 

Major-Commandant U. 8. Battalion of Artillery, March 
4, 1791. 

Killed in the hattle of Maumee (St. Clair's defeat), Nov. 
4, 1791. 

\K\ Joseph Ashton. 

First Sergeant Captain John Lamb's New York Indepen- 
dent Company, Continental Artillery, July 16, 1775. 

Prisoner of war, taken in the assault upon Quebec, Dec. 
31, 1775. 

First Lieutenant Second Regiment Artillery, Continental 
Line, Jan. 1, 1777. 

First Lieutenant and Adjutant Second Pennsylvania Regi- 
ment of Artillery, Continental Line, June 21, 1777, to June 
16, 1781. 

Captain-Lieutenant Fourth Regiment of Artillery, Conti- 
nental Line, April 19, 1781. 

Lieutenant Corps of Artillery, U. S. Army, Aug. 12, 1784. 

Captain First Regiment Infantry, 2 U. S. Army, Sept. 29, 
1789. 

Major Second IT. S. Infantry, 8 Dec. 29, 1791. 

Resigned and honorably discharged, Nov. 27, 1792. 

p] Ebbnezek Denny. 

Ensign Seventh Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental Line, 
Aug. — , 1780. 

1 Organized as a battalion of artillery by resolution of Congress, Oct. 
20, 1786. 

2 Organized under the resolution of Congress, Oct. 3, 1787. 

The act of Sept. 29, 1789, recognized the regiment as part of the estab- 
lishment of troops in the service of the United States (regular army), 
and all the officers were commissioned as of Sept. 29, 1789. 

By act of March 3, 1791, the regiment became the First U. S. Infantry. 

3 The Second Infantry became the Second Sub-Legion, Sept. 4, 1792. 
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Transferred to First Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental 
Line, . 

Lieutenant Third Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental 
Line, May 23, 1781. 

Transferred to Fourth Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental 
Line, . 

Ensign First Eegiment of U. S. Infantry, Aug. 12, 1784. 

First Lieutenant and Adjutant First Regiment of Infantry, 
U. S. Army, Sept. 8, 1785. 

Captain First Regiment of Infantry, U. S. Army, Dec. 
29, 1791. 

Resigned and honorably discharged, May 15, 1792. 

Died at Pittsburg, Pa., July 22, 1822. 

[j] Edward Speae. 

Second Lieutenant Sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, Conti- 
nental Line, Feb. 7, 1778. 

First Lieutenant Sixth Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental 
Line, May 16, 1781. 

Transferred to First Pennsylvania Infantry, Continental 
Line, Jan. 1, 1783. 

Lieutenant Battalion of IT. S. Artillery, Sept. 10, 1787. 

Killed in the battle of Maumee, Nov. 4, 1791. 



